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July 10, 2008 
 
 
Dear  Community Partner,  
 
On Saturday, October 18th, the Sundt Memorial Foundation will host its 7th Annual “Caribbean Jam” Gala at the Scripps 
Aquarium in La Jolla and we would like to invite your company to participate as a sponsor of this event. We believe 
participation in this event will provide your company with the opportunity to join our Foundation in its mission, while at 
the same time strengthening your brand with both our event attendees and thousands of supporters locally and across the 
nation. 
 
Fourteen years ago Jon Sundt founded the Sundt Memorial Foundation after losing both of his little brothers to drugs. Through 
dedication and support from friends and community partners, our organization has grown into a nationally recognized 
nonprofit organization with a powerful drug prevention video series called Natural High that is praised by teachers and kids 
alike across the country! Natural High DVDs are based on a simple principle; kid’s peers and heroes influence them.  When a 
kid’s idol wears certain clothes, or talks a certain way, kids emulate that behavior. Using the same concept, Natural High 
DVDs feature highly visible stars, such as skateboard champion Tony Hawk and multi-platinum rockers Switchfoot, who share 
their own natural high message about what it’s like to live an exciting and successful life without drugs.  
 
Since our inception in 1994, the Sundt Memorial Foundation has produced and distributed three Natural High DVDS to over 
114,000 schools potentially reaching 31 million children.  Like the last Natural High DVDs, Natural High 4 will be sent to 
every school in the country.  It is a massive undertaking and while we have raised some funds, we count on donors and 
sponsors of our fundraiser to help close the gap.   
 
Your commitment to the community is evident in your involvement with numerous nonprofit organizations and causes, which 
is why we have chosen to contact your organization; we share that same commitment to improving the lives of children and 
their families.  
 
With support from community partners last year, we were able to raise more than $150,000 to support the Natural High 
message and this year we plan to expand our partnerships.  We would like to invite your organization to participate in our 
annual gala as an event sponsor.  There are multiple levels available with corresponding opportunities to increase 
visibility with our community and network. I have included this information, as well as some background information about 
the Sundt Memorial Foundation. I have also included a partial list of previous sponsors from the community.  In addition, we 
also have a special Presenting Sponsor opportunity for $25,000 that includes all components of our Big Wave Rider packages, 
but offers category exclusivity for this event as well as acknowledgement on our Natural High 4 DVD.    
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in supporting the Sundt Memorial Foundation and our 14 years of continued 
success in “keeping kids off drugs.”  For details about sponsorship levels, please call Leslie Emmanuel, our Event Coordinator 
at:  858-551-7006 or email her at:  leslie@sundtmemorial.org.   
 
Warmly, 
 
 
 
Michelle Ahearne 
Executive Director 

 



 

Please contact: Leslie at 858-551-7006 for more information or email leslie@sundtmemorial.org 

 

�� �

 

Event Sponsorship Information and Recognition Benefits 

 
The Sundt Memorial Foundation’s 7th Annual Gala, “Caribbean Jam,” will be held on Saturday October 18th at Scripps Birch 
Aquarium. Funds raised during the “Caribbean Jam” will be used to support the national distribution of Natural High 4 to 
114,000 schools and other drug prevention initiatives.   
 
Event Details:   
“Caribbean Jam”   
Silent & Live Auction Gala 
Special previewing of clips from Natural High 4 
Date: Saturday, October 18, 2008 
Time: 6-10 pm 
Location: Scripps Aquarium in La Jolla, CA 
Ticket Price: $150/person 
Attendee Profile:  300 individual, business and community supporters from the greater San Diego area, particularly La Jolla, 
Solana Beach, Rancho Santa Fe and Encinitas areas. Attendees represent a wide range of employment sectors, ranging from 
wealth management to real estate to medical practice.  
Promotion: Publicity and promotion of the event will extend beyond attendees and reach supporters across the country through 
direct mail, electronic, paper and DVD promotional opportunities, as well as through media partnerships.   
 

Businesses and corporations are invited to join us in our fight to keep kids off drugs by taking advantage of several 
options of sponsorship levels.   In return, sponsors will enjoy:  

·  Increased visibility and access for your organization to key civic, community and business leaders locally and 
throughout the country. 

·  Name recognition on printed and electronic materials.  
·  Strong consumer recognition for your business. 
·  Leveraged marketing dollars. 
·  Long-term recognition benefits for your company for its commitment to the community and to youth. 
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*Special Presenting Sponsor opportunity for $25,000 that includes all of the components of our Big Wave Rider package, but 
offers category exclusivity for this event as well as acknowledgement in our upcoming release and nationally distributed Natural 
High 4. 

 

Underwriting opportunities available for entertainment, catering, guest gift bags, and more. Please contact Leslie Emmanuel at 
858-551-7006 for more information.�
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Previous Event Sponsors (partial list) 
 

 
Abraham Trading Company 

Campbell & Company 
Capital Management Group 
Carmel Capital Corporation 

Champion Charities 
Dreiss Research Corporation 

EFG Capital 
Everest Capital Inc 

Hatteras Investment Partners 
Jedidiah 

Little Family Foundation 
Man Financial 

Mark B. Wallner Foundation 
Mercury Real Estate 

Michael and Karen Stone Foundation 
Oliver McMillan, LLC 

PL Capital, LLC 
Reel Picture 

Research Affiliates, LLC 
Torrey Pines Capital 

Valhalla Capital Advisors 
Wright Family Foundation 
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Foundation History-Jon’s Story 
After a 10-year struggle, my younger brother, Steven, lost his battle against drugs. In 1988, he died of a cocaine 
overdose in the back seat of a police car.  Steven left behind a beautiful five year- old daughter, a loving wife, and 
his family. 
 
In 1994, my older brother, Eric, committed suicide.  For 10 years, he suffered from a severe case of depression.  
Doctors say that Eric's depression - and death - was very likely linked to his long-term drug use that began in high 
school. 
 
Following the loss of my brothers, I realized that they might have steered clear of drugs had they seen and heard 
how drugs would affect their lives - and how the devastating effects of drugs would end their lives. After thoughtful 
discussion and consultation with education and drug experts, we decided to start the Sundt Memorial Foundation 
because we believed we could make lasting change in the lives of kids.  
 
We incorporated as a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization in 1994 with a mission to influence the hearts and minds of 
kids by inspiring them to choose a natural high and reject drugs. Over the last 14 years we have touched the lives of 
millions of kids in our own community and across the country. Through the Natural High DVD series, we are 
changing lives.   
 

Testimonials 
Below are a few excerpts from emails we receive on a regular basis from educators and young people: 
 
 “You did a great job tapping into the hearts of our students; keep up the good work!  You could make the video a 
little longer… the students were sad to see it end.”                                                       

Lawrence Michalowski, Illinois  teacher 
 

“The video was great because it had true role models talking to me and showing me that I do not need drugs to get a 
high.  Many kids my age are tired of adults lecturing us on what we can and cannot do.  This video showed me why 
I should say NO to drugs.”                                                                        

Luis, California  student 
“I want to thank you so much for giving me a tool to help our 6th graders to understand the importance of a “natural 
high” instead of a drug induced high!  This is the best tool that I have had to use in 16 years of counseling!  I so 
appreciate the objective of the DVD.  Yes, it is encouraging us to say “NO” to drugs, but it is also stressing the 
importance of pursuing goals, good friends, and caring for your own life.  Thank you again!”                     

Susan Cross, Iowa teacher 
 
“I learned that if you want something really bad that you have to work for it and achieve that goal.”                                                                             

Juan, Idaho student 
 

“Thank you for providing this at no cost for our school.  Drug prevention videos are sooooooooooo expensive and 
finding good ones are hard.  I think your video is great and I will use it again and again!” 

           – Karen U., Texas teacher 


